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When starting my internship at Schneider Downs, I was not too sure what to expect. Of course, I knew that
the internship would be dealing with cybersecurity, but I didn’t know how deep of a dive I was going to get
into that field.
These past three months have been eye-opening in terms of the new knowledge and skills I’ve picked up. The
internship has been the most valuable work experience I’ve had so far in my career. After learning the ropes
and getting settled into the work for a few weeks, I got to help on client cybersecurity penetration tests, or
“pentests.” I was treated as if I was part of the team. Some of the work that I did involved gathering client
data, testing vulnerabilities, and trying exploits on systems or interfaces using various software tools that the
team used regularly. A couple times, I got to go on-site with the team and work with a client. I had the
opportunity to add to or improve the software tools used by the team and I made a few Python™ and Bash
scripts that made the tools used by the team more efficient.
Another thing I got to work on was payload obfuscation, where I researched methods for making a software
script be less detectable by antivirus protection software. Several times I helped team members by
researching new tools or updates to existing ones. I got experience working on an incident response case,
where I wrote a draft of the incident response findings, and at the end of the internship, I got to help with a
physical pentest.
I also got to go to the Pittsburgh BSides cybersecurity conference that happened nearby. I attended several
lectures and talked with different vendors in the industry. I had never gone to an event like that before, so it
was a great experience.
The team was awesome to work with. All the guys there were fun, helpful, and gave me meaningful work.
They also were always able to answer my questions and guided me through any troubles I had. The team
helped me set up a shadowing opportunity with another department in the firm, which provided me valuable
info.
Overall, the internship gave me a practical understanding of what it’s like to work in cybersecurity and I got to
do meaningful work that I looked forward to doing each day I came in to work. The experience was fantastic
and I’m sure will serve me well in my future career.
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You’ve heard our thoughts… We’d like to hear yours
The Schneider Downs Our Thoughts On blog exists to create a dialogue on issues that are important to organizations and
individuals. While we enjoy sharing our ideas and insights, we’re especially interested in what you may have to say. If you
have a question or a comment about this article – or any article from the Our Thoughts On blog – we hope you’ll share it
with us. After all, a dialogue is an exchange of ideas, and we’d like to hear from you. Email us at
contactSD@schneiderdowns.com.
Material discussed is meant for informational purposes only, and it is not to be construed as investment, tax, or legal advice.
Please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore, this information should be relied upon when coordinated with
individual professional advice.
© 2019 Schneider Downs. All rights-reserved. All content on this site is property of Schneider Downs unless otherwise noted
and should not be used without written permission.
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The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA) impacted nearly every U.S. taxpayer both in personal income
tax filings, and indirectly through the changes in ...
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The general rule under Internal Revenue Code §451 is that an item of income shall be included in gross
income for the taxable year or receipt unless ...
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Have a question? Ask us!
We’d love to hear from you. Drop us a note, and we’ll respond to you as quickly as
possible.
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CONTACT US

PITTSBURGH
One PPG Place, Suite 1700
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
p:412.261.3644 f:412.261.4876

COLUMBUS
65 East State Street, Suite 2000
Columbus, OH 43215
contactsd@schneiderdowns.com
p:614.621.4060 f:614.621.4062

WASHINGTON, D.C.
1660 International Drive, Suite 600
McLean, VA 22102
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Schneider Downs is a Top 60 independent Certified Public Accounting (CPA) firm providing accounting, tax,
audit and business advisory services to public and private companies, not-for-profit organizations and global
companies. We also offer Internal Audit; Technology Consulting; Software Solutions; Personal Financial
Services; Retirement Plan Solutions and Corporate Finance Services. Schneider Downs is the 13th largest
accounting firm in the Mid-Atlantic region and serves individuals and companies in Pennsylvania (PA), Ohio
(OH), West Virginia (WV), New York (NY), Maryland (MD), and additional states in the United States with offices
in Pittsburgh, PA and Columbus, OH.
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